156                         MY    FATHER

The words "and Mother" had been added by mother
herself.   She always associated herself with his letters
to us, sometimes signing them herself.
In July he wrote again to me:

House of Commons,
MY DEAR EDGAR,

Have been thinking lots about you; the only thing
that distresses me is I can't help except to send you love
and good thoughts.

I am quite happy about your future and . . . and am
certain you will both come through. I don't care a rap
what the press or anyone will say. All that has passed
completely.

Don't hesitate to consult me if you wish. You don't
worry me because I am convinced good must come out of
all our troubles and tribulations.

Lots and lots of love to Moyna and yourself and the
babies,

DAD.

The reader will note that whenever he mentions
himself it is to take blame for not being able to help
us, or to ridicule the notion that adverse publicity
about our affairs could possibly hurt him. On
both these matters he was I think wrong. Yet the
truth is that he was not able to help us (there was
really no reason why he should) because he himself
was and always will be without money except that
which he may earn from month to month as member
of Parliament, cabinet minister, or writer.

Literally he takes no thought for the morrow*
His needs are the same whether he sits on the